japan’s floating power plant

26

Kyocera Corporation and Century Tokyo Leasing Corporation
announced last year that Kyocera TCL Solar LLC, a joint venture established by the two companies, has completed construction of two floating mega-solar power plants. The plants
will generate an estimated 3,300 MWh per year in total
— enough electricity to power approximately 920 typical
households.

supersonic is back

12

Every few months or so, we can read about some gleaming
new scheme to resurrect passenger air travel that exceeds the
speed of sound. Some of these designs go viral as “the next
Concorde” before disappearing into vaporware. But there are
also legitimate patents from established enterprises like Airbus,
and next-generation aerospace concepts from NASA and Boeing for supersonic planes we might actually see in this lifetime.

contents

enGine

regulars

features

editorial			

3

news & trends
France is building the first ever
solar road

6

Robots solve Rubik’s cube in
just over one second
interview
Material developoment in
aviation engineering

8

dot to dot

21

seen.heard.read
Interesting and useful books
and websites

64

preview

65

the last straw

66

lessons learned: the
DeHavilland Comet 		
18
Within two years of entering
service two of the Comet fleet
fell apart during ascent to
cruise altitude
back alive
Dying could soon be a thing
of the past

23

understanding composites
36
Practically all aircraft manufacturers are increasingly turning
to composites to replace certain
metal components and assemblies.

Nr.  1    –    März 2016

history airbus: the early days
During the 1969 Paris Air Show, the A300 is officially born in the
form of a joint partnership between Europeans – a bold vision that
could have foundered without the passion and commitment of
Airbus pioneers.

61
travel –
papua new guinea
Travelling in Papua New Guinea (PNG) can be challenging. With
almost no tourism infrastructure and limited information available in books and on websites, it can feel like you’re stepping
into the great unknown. But this is exactly why travellers find
this country so compelling.

technology
basics
Forces acting on an aircraft
technical dictionary
Explosives & Gases

24

www.engine-magazin.de

worldwide

language

topic
22
Some helpful tips to use google
search efficiently

business
Group dynamics

45

common mistakes
Directions

48

idiomatic english
Word field: the right fit

49

phrases

51

grammar review
Word order

52

advanced learners
Corporate language

55

small talk with friends
Elections

58

crossword

60

8

history audio
63
Le Corbusier’s aircraft. For Corbusier, the airplane embodies the purest expression of the human scale
and a miraculous exploitation
of material. His pictures are beautiful. Such wild machines filled
the skies before WW-II. Graceful gliders, lumbering transports,
exotic racing planes, amphibians,
airplanes with three engines - or
with eight.

40

business partner		
34
USA: Americans are known for
their forward nature and will
often begin conversations with
complete strangers. In business,
people like to use first names from
the start, and titles are rarely used
inventors
43
Artur Fischer: He was one of the
world’s most prolific inventors
with more than 1,100 applications
for patents and utility models in
Germany alone and countless
more around the world.

5

